[The prognostic value of CA 19-9 in the preoperative work-up of pancreatic cancer patients].
Carbohydrate antigen (CA) 19-9 is produced by adenocarcinomas of the pancreas, stomach, gall bladder, colon, ovary and lung. Serum CA 19-9 is considered the most sensitive marker for pancreatic cancer, being elevated in 75% or more of patients with pancreatic cancer. In all three cases of pancreatic cancer presented, patients died of their disease quite shortly after diagnosis. Preoperative imaging was unsuccessful in exposing the actual advanced state extent of the disease and even during surgery its real extent was underestimated. The only prognostic indicator of the observed rapid disease progression was a very significant elevation of preoperative serum CA 19-9.